A2000 PDW Setup1.exe for front end/back end applications
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One problem with PDW Setup is that there is no provision to handle a data path in a frontend/backend installation. This typically involves installing the program mdb on drive C, and the data mdb and system.mdw on a shared network drive. As well as installing files in the correct place, program shortcuts have to be fixed up to point to the new location of system.mdw. Attached table links are handled within the mdb program.

For example, you may want to place MyProg.mdb in C:\MyFolder, MyData.mdb and system.mdw in H:\MyFolder, and have a shortcut something like:

“..MSAccess.exe C:\MyFolder\ MyProg.mdb /WrkGrp H:\MyFolder\system.mdw”

where the drive letter H or folder MyFolder is not known until run-time.

This modified Setup1.exe allows a data path to be specified. Deploying it is a combination of modifying Setup.1st after PDW generation, and distributing this Setup1.exe.

Setup1.exe is distributed in the CAB associated with Setup. Implement this file prior to PDW generation by copying Setup1.exe to: 

“\Program Files\Microsoft Office\ODETools\V9\PDWizard\Setup1.exe”

(after taking a copy of the original of course).

Generate your package in the usual way. The mods are made in Setup.1st after using PDW. If you make no mods, Setup will run just the same as it previously did.

To implement a data path, place this line in Setup.1st [Setup] section:

After the line:

DefaultDir=C:\ MyProg

Place this line:

DefaultDataDir=C:\MyProg

This will enable Setup to ask for 2 directories, program & data. Best to default to the same directory for a standalone install, the user can then alter them at runtime and anyway you don’t know on which drive they wish to place their data or mdw.

Anywhere in Setup.1st you can now use the pseudonym $(DataPath)

For example, you can modify the following Setup.1st lines like so:

[MyApp]

Icon1=""$(AppPath)\MyProg.mdb" /WrkGrp "$(DataPath)\system.mdw""

Icon2=""$(DataPath)\MyData.mdb" /WrkGrp "$(DataPath)\system.mdw" /Compact"

[Setup1 Files]

File2=@MyData.mdb,$(DataPath),,$(Shared),2/5/99 1:16:36 PM,58880,0.0.0.0

You can use $(DataPath) even if no DefaultDataDir is specified in the 1st file, but the user will be unable to change it. In this case, $(DataPath) defaults to the same as $(AppPath).

To make things clear, here is what the user would see:
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Improved Shortcut Generation

A problem with PDW Setup is that shortcuts are not generated correctly:

· there is no provision to set an icon.

· a working directory (“Start In”) can be ordered, but the Setup takes no account of it.

Both these problems are fixed.

To specify your own icon, modify the Setup.1st file after generation with an IconFile keyword, e.g.:

After a line like:

StartIn1=$(AppPath)

Insert a line like:

IconFile1="$(AppPath)\MyIcon.ico"

The working directory (StartIn) is already in the PDW – just that it’s now implemented.

A full example is summarised below:

[MyApp 2000]

Icon1="/runtime "$(AppPath)\MyApp2000.mdb" /WrkGrp "$(DataPath)\system.mdw""

Title1=My App 2000

StartIn1=$(AppPath)

IconFile1="$(AppPath)\MyApp.ico"

Icon2=""$(AppPath)\MyApp2000.mdb" /WrkGrp "$(DataPath)\system.mdw" /compact"

Title2=Repair Program Database

StartIn2=$(AppPath)

IconFile2="$(AppPath)\Repair.ico"

[Setup]

Title=My App 2000

DefaultDir=C:\MyFolder

DefaultDataDir=C:\MyFolder

AppExe=MyApp2000.mdb

AppToUninstall=MyApp2000.mdb

[Setup1 Files]

File5=@system.mdw,$(DataPath),,$(Shared),8/12/99 12:54:36 PM,139264,0.0.0.0
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